SYSTEMIC PROGRESS
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
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Systemic progress relates to moving away from a history of racism and its resulting historic injustices to a society which has
reconciled itself with its own past and removed societal barriers rooted in racial division. It is distinctly different from a
general notion of progress in that systemic progress addresses the influence and effect of racism as the rest of society
moves forward. Systemic progress, as such, requires confronting a past characterized by prejudice-based transgressions.
It necessitates a focus on past, and present, discrimination in the form of a society-wide dialogue and continued research.
Systemic progress cannot be achieved through inaction or negligence. In the past year, the Black Lives Matter movement
has helped bring injustice to the forefront of the national narrative, helping establish a path forward for pushing towards
systemic progress. To truly achieve systemic progress, America must promote four interrelated forms of justice.

Environmental
Justice
Environmental justice refers to how the
American system disproportionately
places the burden of "pollution on people
of color and poor and working class
communities" (Waterhouse, 2013). This
area of justice is incredibly important to
ensure the health, safety, and economic
potential of disadvantaged groups. Clean
air and water, for example, are essential
for public health and ensuring economic
productivity. Systemic progress can't
occur if the health and safety of
disadvantaged groups are at risk. To
improve environmental justice, and
thereby support the push towards
general systemic progress, climate and
environmental policy must consider its
impact on disadvantaged groups.

Economic
Justice
Economic justice is indicative of the
persistent gap between white and black
household wealth (McIntosh, 2020). The
result of centuries of legal and illegal
discrimination and racism, economic
justice requires that the distance between
white and black economic potential be
closed. Economic justice is vital for
systemic progress because it is an easily
quantifiable barometer to gauge the
progress of non-white groups in our
society. Until the wealth gap is closed
between black and white America,
economic justice will remain a problem in
need of addressing. Advocates including
Dr. Waterhouse argue that reparations
may be one way by which to support the
cause of economic justice.

Political
Justice
Political justice relates to how America's
political system works against people of
color. From restricting voting access to
racially neutral policies that "perpetuate
status quo racial advantages," reform is
needed to guarantee the full American
political experience for people of color
(Waterhouse, 2013). Political justice, as
such, is essential for systemic progress. It
ensures that all groups, regardless of
race, are able to fully participate in
American democracy. Expanding access
to voting, or pushing to enshrine voting
as a constitutionally protected right, may
help to advance this form of justice.

Educational
Justice
Educational justice refers to inequalities
within the American education system.
Despite the end of segregation, America
must still reckon with racial problems in
education including "hyper-segregated
schools" and "a school to prison pipeline
for black children" (Waterhouse, 2016).
Educational justice is incredibly
important for the advancement of
systemic progress. Without a strong
educational system supporting
historically disadvantaged groups,
systemic progress, as a long-term goal, is
obstructed. Policy makers must tackle
this issue. Possible ways to do so may
include changing how public schools are
funded, rather than through property
taxes, or ensuring that schools have
access to higher quality resources and
training for staff.

Given the need to advocate for these four areas of justice, systemic progress is a daunting undertaking for American
society. This task of improving America, pushing it towards a more equitable and non-race-based system, is not impossible.
Scholars, including Dr. Waterhouse, are helping spearhead the charge towards a better America. His contributions are
indispensable and it’s important that his research and expertise, along with those of other scholars, are heeded. In the
meantime, average people can help push for reforms that will help America reach a more racially equitable future.
Focusing on education, criminal justice reform, and the economics of racial disparities in the US are just a few ways to do
just that. There is hope for America, but there remains much work to be done.
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